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CHAPTER IV,

CROBE the parched hones lny |
the stick disearded by Jenks
in lis alarm. He picked e up
and  resamed  his  progross

along the puthway. So closely did he

now examine the gronnd that he hard

Iy noted hig direction,  The track leid
mtraleht toward the wall of rock. The
distagee wos not  gropt—aboul forly

yards, At first the brushwooil [mpeil
ed him, bt soon even this hindranos
disappeared, and n owell delined pussage
meandered through a Lelt of
some strong and lofty, otlers guite im

Tres,

mature

Meore bishies gathiered ut the foot of
the clff. HBehind thew be conld ses
the wouth of o cave, The siv months’

olll growth of vegetation nbout the en
trnce wave elear indioation ss to the
tiime which had elapsed £ince n Buman
foot last digturbed the solltade

v few vigorous bhlows with the gtick
nway ohetructing plunts and
Jeafy branchivs The sutlor stooped amd

priog ]

lookad into the cavern. for the opening
wiun liprely five fest high He per
eoivedd Instantly that the exciavation
wig man's hntdiwerk applied to o
Callt b the boid rock. A sort of il
uinl shinft existed, and this Lol Teen
extemded by monual Inbor lieyond
the entraner the  enve Locgme  Hore
lofty. Oaving to s position swith ref
erepee 1o the gun oat that hoore Jdenks

flnungined that sufilelent light wenld
be obtainghle swhon the tropleal Tux-
rinner of follnge ouiside was dispensed
L C IR

At presont  the interior wos daric
With the stick Le tapped the swealls and
ron®. A startled elnck and the rush of
wings heralded the Night of two birds
alurmed by the noise.  Soon his eyes
niuary I;I'l’HBllJli.ll"l Lo 'L']“UTI.I, if‘-'.“!"
ont thit the place was about thivty
feel deep, ten feer wide ln the centor
gud soven or eight feet high.

At the fartlioy endd was o colloctlan of
ohjects Invitiug prompt attention. Ehch
momont lie eonid see with greater dis-
tinctnegs, Koeellng on one side of the
dittle pile. e discerned thot o o lnpge
stone seeving as o rde benel’ were
gomie 1o utensils, some knlves, o sox-
gant and o quantity of emply cartvldge
cuees  Fletwoon the stoue nod what a
miner terms the “faed™ of the rock was
a four foot spaoe. Hoere, half imbedded
in the saud which covepris) the floor,
were two plelinxes o ghiovel, a sledge
bammer, a fine thmber felling ax and
thiree crowhnrs,

In the darkest corner of the cnve's
extremity the “wall" appeared (0 be
vory smonth,  Tie prodded with the
ptick, nod there was o sharp cling of
tin, Heudlseoversd gix sguare Korosene
oll eases earefully stacked up. Three
woers l‘]”L‘T‘l" one seetned to Lo 1.‘ Wt I'II.‘-.
and the contents uf two  swere .
touched. Wilth alinost feverish
he ascertsined that the half flled tin
did really contnln oil,

“What o Gud” he elnenlated alovd.

Bo fur o8 he conld fndge, the cavo
fiarbored no furtlier surprises, Return-
ang toward the exit, iz Loots diglndaed
more empty cartriidges from the samld
fThey were shells adapted to o revalyer
wof kenvy caliber. At & short distance
from the deorway they were preseut in
dozens,

“The of n fight he
tliought The insn woas attacked and
defonded himegelf here, Not exspecting
the arcivil of enemies, he provided no
etore of foodd or water, e was killed
awlide trelug 1o reach the well, prola-
By arnleht,”

e vividly pletured  the seene a
Grave, hardy Enropean keeplng at Liay
& bant Jowl of Dyak savagios, enduaring
manfully the pgonies of hanger, thirst,
perhaps wounds; then the slege, fol-
Jowed by o wilid effort to gain the Nfe
lvine well, the hiss of o Malay parang
wiclided by w lurking foe aud the last
despairiug struggie before death eame.

He wmight be milstaken.  Perchianee
Rhere was a less dramatic explanation,
But he conld not £hake off his tiret im-
Dress=ions

“Whut wns the poor devil doing
bere?" he a=ked. “Why did he bury
himself in this rock, with mining uten
ils und o few rough stores? He counld
mot Le a castuway. There i8 the jndl
caunn of purpose, of preparation, o
auethod combined with lgnorance, fo,
none who kuew the ways of Divuks and
Chinese pirntes would veoture to live
Lieve alode if Le coulil Lelp e, and if be
renlly were alope.”

There was reiief in hearing hisg own
woice, He conld bum and think and
act, Avming himself with the ax, he
mttacked the bushes and branches ot
drees In front of the cave, He out n
fresh approach to (he well and threw
the lHtter over the skeleton, At first
de was lnelined to ey it wliere it
lay, but he distibed the fdea of Irls
walking unconsciously over the place
No time conld be wasted that doay, He
would =selze an ewvly opportunity 1o
met ns gravedigger.

After un absence of lttle more thap
an hour he rejoined the girl, She saw
Bim from afur aud wondersd whenoo
he obtained the sx be shouldersd

“You ure n succesefyl explorer, glhie
ertad when ho drew nenr

“Yoen, Migs Deane, 1 have found wa.
ter, lmplements, u shelter, aven light.”

“What sart of Nebi

llnl'lu

“And the shelier b4 1L o houge?"

“No, o enve.  If you are safficiently
pested you mizht eome and tuke pos
Beuslon."

Her eyes danced with excitement,
%ie told her what he had seen, with
reservations, snd she ran on bhetore
bim 1o witness these muaryels.

“Why did you make n uew path to
Bie well”' she Inguired after a rapid
purvey.

YA new path!" The pertinent ques.
Rlon staggered him.

“Yes, Lhe poople who lived Lere must |
Bave hud sgme sort of free pusspge.”

hast

remnants
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The Hed easlly, 1T have only cleared
awny receont growth,” he aaid,

YAnd why did they dig 4 cave? It
surely would be much more simple to
builil g house froom all thirse troes.”

“There you  puzzle  we he sgaid
frankly

They hod entersd the cavern bt a
Httle way and now eame out,

“These ciapty eartridges are funny.
They sugeest o fort, n battle” Waoe
muulitie, ler wiords wore carelessly
chosen, bt they were ermmmed with
Indactive forve

Ersharked on the tobogenn slope of
untriuth, the satlor allil swoothly down-
ward,

“Events hnve eolored your imagina-
tion, Miss [wane  Tven in BEogland
men often proserye such things for fu-
ture ure. They ean be peloaded.”

v seen keepers do that,

“Nowr, 1
This is diflevent,  There s an wle of™*

“Phere = o lot 1o be done,” hroke
o Jenks  emphaticnlly,  “We st
allmly the BN and got hpok lere in
thme to Helit another fite before the

pun goos down. | want to prop o ean
vug khoor tn front of the cuve nml (ry
to devise n Hunp.”

MRS By

"Yies, AW

Thete was a pauge, o1 mere whill of
awkwardnesns,

1 will ruount guard ountside,” went
on Jenl e was trving to improve
the rdge of the nx by grinding it on a
Huft siane

Tdemnnded Tris,

T T TE

The girl went Into the cave again
She was inguisitive, aneasy.

That arenneement™— s hognn, but
enided In o “lairp eey of terror.  The

dispossossnil hirds Lind returned doring
Lhe sullor's absence,

“T will Kt them !
zor,
“Plegse don™t, There hind heen enongh
in this ploce glready.™

The worids Then
he Telt thist she eovild only Wilinde to the
vietima of the wronk

"1 wos going th say,”

he shonted in ans

of teatl

R

larridd on Liis ongps

sl e

WOy st tlevisen §n

purtition,
here 08 o hielp for it until fou con-

strucl o =ort uf house.  Cwndidly, 1 do
not ke this hole Ao the rock. 1t is o |
vault. o tomh.”

“Neon told me that T was in com
mad, yot you dispute my orders,” He
strove havid to appenr hrmaquely good
Lumored, Indifferent, though for ane

of Iis meld he was absnrdly irritable,
The cunse was aversteain, but that ex-
planation eseuped liim,

“Qulte true
cobil, in dew or raing i8 bod for me, it
mugt be ogunliy bad for you, and with
out you I am helplesa, you know."

He lnuphied savdonieally. and  the
barsh nove elashoed witlhh her frank
candor, Here at least ghe was utterly
deceived,  His changefil moods were
Incmuprelions=ilile

1 owill serve you te the best of my

wlUillry, Miss Duonpe™ L exelahned,
“We mnst Hope for o speody reseue, |
and L osio donred 1o exposure. Tt s

otherselse with wou,
the ¢limmb %"

Tle evest of the Ll wasg tree covered,
and they eould notling
thelr lmmedinte locality until the sallor
found a point bighe than the rest,
where o vuggwl colluetion of hard ba-
sult and-the
trees provided an open =pice elevated
above the vidge

For a gshart distanee the foothold was
precirvious,  Jenks holpog givl in
this part of the olint His strong,
goutle grasp guve hoey canfidence,  She
was flushied with exertion when they
ktood togother on the summit of this
elevated poreh,  They conld look to
avery polne of the vompass exeept a
small sectivn un the southwest.  IHere
the trees rose helind thews until the
brow of the procipice was reached,

The cmergenee into a sunlit pano-
rota of Tand and gen, though expected,
wis prafoundly enitbhralling. They ap-
peared to stand almost exactly in the
center of the Island, wlileh was cres-
cent haped, It was no larger than the
guilor bhud estimated.  The new slopes
now revealed were coversd withh ver-
dure down to the very edge of the wa-
ter, which for nearly o mile seaward
roke over Jogged reefs, The sea look-
ed strangely calmn from this height,
Irregular blue patehes on the horizon
to suuth and east caught the
first glance,  He unelting the Binoeu-
lars Le still earcted and focused them
engoeriy.,

Are you ready for

L

the

“Islands" he eried, “and big ones
too!”
“Now  old!” whigpered Ivls, more

couceruwsd in the serutiuy of her hnme-
diate survoundings, Jeuks glaneed ut
Lier sharply. She was pot looking ut
the iglands, but st a carfoas hollow, o
quarey-Hke deprasslon benesth themn to

the vight, distant abhoot J00 yards awld !

not far removed from the emall plu-

Ctean coontainiog the well, though 180

futed from it by the south anegle of the
muin ol

Here, inon geeut cirele, there was not
A ovestige of gruss, shrith or tree, noth-
ing save brown rock dad sand. At flest
the saiior dested 10t e the deled np

Ll of sl ks Thig: Ly pothesia
would not serve, else 0 owould be
chokod with verdur The pit stare|

up at them ke an ominous eye though

| pelther pudd furthers sttention to it £ e

the glorions prospect auepped at the's
feet momentarily swept ngide gll ethos
considerations,

SWhat a beaotiful place! murmnred
Iris, “1 wonder whot g s called,”

YEuppose we christen it Ralnbow is-
Jana s

“Why ‘Ralubow? "

“That I8 the Eaglish
Iris’ in Lotin, you ‘know,"

“So it 18, How ¢lever of you to think
of it! 'Uell e, what (8 the meaning of
‘Rubert’ in Greek ?"

He turned to survey the northwest
side of the island. “l do vot know,” he
answereid. It might not be farfetched
to trunsinte is as 'a 8hip's stewurd, a
menlal,’ *

menidng  of

plained, |

Bt i sleeping In the

heyond |

upronting ol some poon \

nian's |

Misse Iris lind meant hep playfal re.
tort us nomere Hght hearted guibhble. 1t
antayeld her, a youung person of mael
consequones, to have her kKindly eon-
Aesconsion renelled,

S oguppoxe ot she ngreed, Chat |1
hnve gone theaugh $o mueh In oo fow
honrs that T g bewilderod, apt to for
ol these glce digtinetione”

Jonks wns closoly oxominiog the reef |
on which the Sirdar =irack Some |
gannre objocts woere visible noear the
pialim tree, The sun ghinting on the
winves, rongdersd (0 ditlionly o disesrn
thele slgnificanes,

Wit do o yon make of thase?" he in I
quired, homding the glosees and blond
Iy lgnoring Miss Deane's petulioee,
| Her brnin was busy with other things
while she twisted the hinoenlars 1o
guit her vislon, Ralnbow elond - 1ris -
it wns n conceit, hnt meniad™
siruek o diseordant note. This man
WiaR no meninl n appearnnce or speech
Why was e so deliberately rude?

“I think they pre bhoxes or packing
enses,” she aunouneed,

“Ah, that was my own Irfdeq!
vislt that Jocality,”

“Iow? Wil you swim?

UNo" he snid, his gtern lips relaxing
In n smlle; <1 will ot swim, aml, by
}Ihv wuy, Mles Deane, be careful when

you are near the wuater. The Iagoon
[ 14 awarming with sharks .at prosent,

I fecl tolerably assured that ot Jow
tide, when the remnants of the gale |
[ huve vanished, T will be able to walk
| there along the reer™

SRharke!”  &We eried. “In there!
What lorrible surprises this spmk of
Innd contains! 1 shioulldl not Lave In
agined that sharks and sepls conld
live togethor!’

“You nre gquite right,” he explained
with heooniing cravity “Ar o0 orale.
slintks infest only the Ieeward wlde of |
these lslnnds Just now they nre ot
tracted in shonls by the wreeh "

e

1 st

I 0! tris shivered slightly

“TWe hind better o Liack bow, 'l
wind Is keen here, Aiss Dieane”

Blie knew that he purposely misnn

derstood her gesture, Hin attitide con
voyord a rebuke. ‘Uhere was no further
ronin for gentlment in their present ex
Istener,  They hud to deal with ol
necessitics,  As for the sailor, he was
glad that the chanee turn of their con
versation onaliled lhlm to warn lier
apalust the larking dangers of the la.

| goom. There was no need Lo wention
| the deviifsh now, e must spare ler
all avoidalile thrilla, |

frat ditiing room and reached the opve
withont ineldent Another fire was
Hgbted, and while Iris nttended to the
Kitelien the sailor felled several young

|
i |
| 'Thoy gathered the stores from the |
|
1

| mimred,

| may serve.” slie <

triath, tlu only a setrong man conuld
do all thot he hnd done and Hyve,  For
thirty-six hours he had not slept, D
fng part of the thoe he fought with
wilder hensta than they knew at Ephe
sud, ‘The long exposure to the aun, the
wentul stenin of his fareboding that
the clinrming gir] whose life dependod
upon bim might be exposed to even
woarge dnngers than any yel cncounter-
o, the physieal lnhor he had under
gone, the Irksome restenint he strove to
place upon his conduct and utteraness

Al these things culminnted in gtter
relaxation when the wuter tonchied his
hented skin,

“How couid you frighten wme ao?" de.
manded Ivis hysterienlly.  “You must |
have folt that you were working too
hard,  You made we rest,  Why didn't
you rost youpsel?”

Hoe looked ot her wigstfully, 'Thig enl.
lupse must not happen again for her |
enke, These two said more with eyes
than llps. She withdrew Ler arm, Hep
face aud neck crimsoned, |

“Good grocious!" she cried,  "“The
ham 8 ruined!”

It was burnt binek, She prepnred a
fresh suppiy. When It was  ready
Jonks wuos himeelf agnin, They ote in
allence and shpred the remains of the
bottle, A amile {lluwmined bLis tired
fnce,

Itis was watehful, She bad never
in her life cooked oven o potinlo

ur

bolled an egg. The hum was her fivst
mitempt,
“My cooking amuses yon?' she de- |

mnnded susplefonsiy,

It gratlies every sense" Le mur.
“I'here 15 it one thing need.
ful to camplete my hnpplness.”

“And thot g™ !
“Permlasion to smoke,” I
“Emoko whnt?" .
He produesd a steel hox tightly i

closed and a pipe

“Your poclhots nre ah=nlutle shops,
gald the pirl, delighted that his temyper
had improved. “\What other stores o
yorr carvy about with you”

He 1t Lis pipe and solomnly gave an
fuventory of hla worldly woods.  Be-
yond the items shie bd previously geen

| e conld only enumernte o silver dol

far, o very sgolled and crumpled hand-
kerelilef and g hit of tin. A hox of
Noarweeian matehes Le threw awny g8
uselogs, Lot Irls pecoversd them,

“You never know what purpose they
(U, T nfter duys a
wolrd slgnifionnee wus attached 1o this
simple phrase,

“Why do yan earry nbout a hit of

tin?"" she svent on,

“I found it here. Misg Deans,” ha
nnswered

Luckily she iuterproted “hera” ns

troos,  Hle wapted poles, and these | guplying to the cuve
wore the right size and shoape.  Hel  “Tat gne sosjr, May 177

ot dlenyed a edusiderille space. The He hinndod 1t to ber, She could ke
thinber was soft and so small in €ivth  pothing of 11 a0 together they puzzled
that three cuts with tie ax usnally | aver (6. The sailor rubbed ft with a |
sufliced.  Tle deaggid from the beach | mixture of kerosens and sinid. Then
the smallest turpanlin e condd God | geyroas and lortors and o sort of dia
and propped it against the rock I | gpam wers reveuled. At [nat they be- |

auch wunner that it effectually xoreen-
efl the mouth «of the cave, thongh
mitting Hght and air

e was so Lusy that be pald little
beed to Iris. Dt the odor of fried
ham was wafted to hine e was
Fifting a couple of heavy stones to stay |
| the canvas and keep 1t from flupping
{in the wind when the girl ealled ont: |
[ swWaonian't van ke to hiave a wash

befors dinner*" !
e strafghtoned hinsell and looked

lier [Ter face gl hands  werve )
| shilning, spotless, The change wns Nﬂ1
P great that his brow wrinkled with per
plexity,

“I um o good pupll™ she erfed. “You
w00 1 am already learniug to help my-
self. 1 made g bucker out of one of
the dish covers Ly sliinging It i two
ropes,  Another Jdigh cover, gme sanid
and leaves sgpplied  bisln, soap uml}
towel, 1 have cleaned the tin cups aud |
the knives, and, see, here 15 my groat
cat trensnre,”

Ehe ekl up n small metal lnmp.

ml—i

nt

“Where in the world did you find
Cthat 7 he exelaimed |

Buried In the sadd inside the cave™ |

“Anything cise?’

His tone was nheupt. 8he was 20 dis
(appointed by the seeming want of np- |
| prectation of her fudustry that o gleam

|
of ainugerpent dled from Ler eves, ol |
she shook her head, stooping ot once to |
atrtend to the tonstiug of some biscuits, |

This time bhe was genuinely sorry, |
| “"Forglve me, Miss Deane,” he sald
| penitently. My words are dictated by l
| anxiety. I o not wish you to make
| dlgeoveries on your own necount.  This |
(15 n strange place, you know--an un
plensant one In some respects.”

“Surely [ ecan rummage ahout my
own cavae?"

“Most cortainly, It was careless of |
me not to have examined its Iuln-r]uri
more thoroughly."

“Then why do yon grumble hecause 1
found the Jamp?"

“1 did not mean any sueh thing.
rm sorry.”

“1 thinic vou are horrld. 1 yon want
to wash vou will find the water over
| there.  Don't walt, The bamw will be
| frizeled to a einder.”
| Unlucky Jenks! Was ever man fated
| to Incur such unmerited odinm? ITe
tsavngely laved his face and neck. The
| fresh, conl water was delightful  at
| first, bat when Le deew newr 1o the

fire he experienced an unaccountahle

gensation of weakness,  Conld it e
| possibie thut he wus going to falni®
| It was ton absard,  ITe sank to the
grubiul,  frees, pocks wd saud strewn
earth induatged In oo tiad danee,  Iris’
[ voice suunded wenk and indistinet, It
sevtied to travel In waves from o great

!

distunee,  He wied to brush  away
from bis broin these dim fancies, but
Wis iron will, for once falled, and Le

pitehed hsadlong dowoward into darvk-
| [RAe 83
Wlen
Arme Wiis
hlissful

the
nuek,

e

(TUY(1

e

wirl's
For
nestd  Thers von
| 1"]!'1"([[" Jooked Aato Ler eyes ,|||=ll
g that wis orying. A gust of |
nnger rose within him that he should
Le the cuvse of those tenrs,
He tried to rise.
“Oh!  Are you
quivered pitifully.
“Yos, What buppened? Did 1 faluty”
“Prink this.™
Bhe heid o cup to Wiy wouth, and Iw‘
obediently sirove to gwnllow (he con-
tents. It wus champagne.  After the |
first spasm of tervor and when the up-
plicution of water to hils face fulled to
restore cousclousness Iris had knocked
the head off the bottle of chumpague.
He qwckly revived. Nature had only
given him u warning that he was over-
drawing kis resources, He wus desy-
Iy bumiliuted. He did not coucelve the |

I.|'-'n\l'!o-~L

wround s

Iustanl e
il

mhiv

better?"  Her lips |
|

| eame decipheribl

| of the buccanvoers | can bring to mind

iy exereising pi
tient [ngennity soms one had indented
the metal with o shiarp punch until the
marks assuniod this aspect:

“It 18 a plan
she el |
tade ol the longlitade”

|

Iris was guick w
of the ishinl,™

“Also the )

SWhnt does 41, 8 wmean®”
“Irobably the inittals of o man's
name. Lot us say Jobn Smith, for iu-

Brnen”

Al the fegres on the island, with
the ‘X' and the Jot 3"

“I ocnnnot el pon nt present,” lip
snid, "I tnke v ol the liue across the
Isliend signifles (his gap or canyon, and
the small intersocting line the cave.
But 32 diviged by 1 oand an ‘X" suar-
mounted Ly u dov ure cabalistic. They
would enuse oven Shorlock Holoies to
simoke at Jeast two pipes, I bave bare-
1y started one,

“1t loeks ulte mysterious, like the
things vou rvd of li stories of piratey
and burled trensure.”

“Yes,'" e admdtred, “It Is ungues.
tlonably o plou, o guldanmce, given to a

person not previously acguninted with
the Island, hut cogntzant of some fact

conpected with [t, T ufortunately none

frequented these seas. The poor beg-
gur who lefl it Lerse must bave qul]
somie other mwotive than saurching for a
coche”

“DId he dig the cave and the well, 1
wotider s

“I'robably the former, but not the
well, Noman could do It unaided.”

“Why do you assume be was slone?"

1le strolled toward the fire to kick o
atray log, “It s only ddle speculation !
ut the Lest, Miss Deane,” he replied.
“Would you like to help me to drag
some thinber up frotw the beach? [ we
geb u few Lig plapks we can bulld o
Hre thut will lust for hours, We want
gonmie extra clothes, too, and it will soon
be dark.™ .

The vequest for co-operation gratifled

Ler. ®she complied eagerly, and with.
aut mueh exertion they bhauled a re-
spectable loud of firewood to their new

cawping ground, They also bronght o
nuiber of couts to serve as coverings
Then Jenks tuekled the lamp. kIt was o
most diBeult operation 1o open it

Divfore the sug went down Le suc-
ceeded and made o wick by unraveling
n few strands of woeal (ot his jersoy
When nlght foll, with the suddenncss
of the troplea, 1els was able to Wi
unte her smull dowatu.

They wer Loth utlerly il mn!'i
ready to drop with futgue.  The girl
ald “goud wght® uat v lantly e |

nppeared frow Lehind the turpanlin,

“Am I o keep the lomp alight?" she
Inquired,

“Please yourself, Miss Deine
ter not, perhpps, 1t will
four or five hours anyway."”

Boon the light vanisbed, nnd he Iny
down, his plpe hotween his teoth, close
to the eave's entrance. Weuary though
le wus he could not sleep forthwith,
His mind was occupiod with the signs
on the canister head.

Bt
only burn

e feom where be gat, and for a few

| drenming,
| navy lne dress and smart blouse, Her

| Bweet iy L

| In
| placed rondy for hiw,
I atlll bulked large

I nanag and an elderly covonnut
| things, supplemented by cledr, cold wa

— . -
A2 divided by 1: an X" and a dot,” | 8he conld not repress a shudder. 'flu-‘ Hes,
he repented soveral times,  “What do | saflor wanted to tell her that he wonld |

they signify "

Suddenly he ant up, with every sensp
nlert, nond geahbiod bis rovalver,  Bome- |
thing lmpelled bim to look toward the |
gpot, 0 few feet nway, wlhere the skele.
ton was idden, It was the rustiing of
a Lilrd nmong the treos that hind cnught
hin enr, |

He thought of the white framework
of u once powerful man, Iying there
among the bushes, abandoned, forgot- |
ten, horriie.  Then he smothered n
ery of surprise,

“Iy Jove!" lLie muttered,
no ‘X' and dot. ‘That sign s meant |
for a skull nond crossbones. 1t lies |
exnctly on the part of the leland where
we #aw that queer looking bald patch
today. First thing tomorrow Lefore
the girl pwakes I must exnmine that
place," |

He rogolutely strotched himmelf on |
his share of the spread out eonts, now |
thoroughly dried Ly sun and fire, In
& minute he wus souml aslecp,

CITADITER V.,

1 onweke to find the sun hlgh In
the henvens, Irls wns prepar-
Iz venkfast: a fine fire wasq
crackling eheerfully, and the

presiding goddess had 80 altered her

nppearance  that the gallor surveyed
her with astenishwent,

Lle nolselessiy assumed o sifting pos-
ture, tucked his feet beneath him aod
blinked.  ‘The girl's face was not visi-

“There s

keconds hie thought Lie wust surely be
Slie was attlred in a neat !

white canvas shoes were replaced by
strong leather boots,  She wos guite
epiek and span, this teland Hebe. |

S0 osoundly had he slept that Lis
senges returned but slowly, At last
he guessed what had happined,  She
had rfisen with the down &nd, conquer- |
Ing her natural feeling of repulsion, |
selectod  frow the store he accnmu- |
latedd  yesterdny some more suituble
rurwents than those in which shoe es.
capeil from the wreck,

Hoe quletly took stock of his own
tattered eondition and possed o re-
flective hund over the stubble on his
chin. In n few days his fuce would |
resemble & serubbing brush, In that
wonentul moment he would hnve ex-
chnnged even Lis pipe and tobaceo box,
worth nnteld gold, for shaving tackle.

Who can say why his thouglts took
sueh trend?  Twenty-four bours can
effect wrent chinnuges In the liuman

wiind i eontrolling Inflnences nre ge-
Live

Then came a sharp revilslon of feel

fng. His name was obert—a menial.
e reacliedd JTor Lis boots, aid Irla
Lieard him

“tyood morning!™ she eried; smmiling

thought you wonkl never
Wik, 1 BUPPOSE YO WOre YOry, vory
tired, Please wash guickly. 'Theegges
will be hird.™

Lgies"
“Yes, 1 made o eollection nmong the
trees, 1 tasted oue of o Jot that Jouked
goud, 1t was first rate.” [

Ie had not the moral eourage to be-
gin the day with a rebuke. She wasa
irrepreseible, but she really must not
do these things. e smothered a sigh
the lmprovised Dasin wliely was

Miss Deane had preparsd o capital
menl, OF course the ham and blacults
In the bill of fare,
wore hollsl eggs, fried ba-
Those

but there

ter, were not so bnd for a couple of
eavtuwars Lundreds of inlles feom
everywhere,

For the e of him the man eould

not refrain from displaying the con-
versatfonal nrt In which he exeelled
Thele talk deglt with Italy, Egypt, In
dia. He spoke with the case of eulture
aud enthusiusm, Once Le slipped iuto
auvedote apropos of the helplessuess

| of British soldiera in any muatter ont-
| slde the seope of the king's regulations,

I remember,” he said, "sedlug o cav-
alry subaltern and the members of an
eaeort gitting Lulf sturved op a number
of bags piled up fn the Suakin desert
And what do you think were In the
bags?"

“I dop’t know,™
alert for deductions.

“Biscults! They

anid Iris, keenly

thought the bags

{contuined putent fodder until I enlighi-

@ued them, |

It was on the tip of her tongne to
pounee on him with the comment,
Then yon have been an offleer in the
army." Bupt she forbiore. She had
guessod this earlier. Yet the mischie-
yous light In hey eyes defled control,
Ile wus warned in time and pulled
hamself up short,

“You read my face likie a book,” ghe
cried.

“No printed pnge was ever so—legi
ble, Now, Miss Deane, we have gos-
siped too long. I awm o luggard this
morning, but before storting work |1
Lave n few serious remarks to moke."

“More digs?" she inquired sauclly,

“I repudiate ‘digs.' 1o the first placs,
you must nut muke sny more experi-
wents fu the matter of food. The eggs
were n wonderful effort; but, flattered
by suceess, you may pelson yourself,"

“RBecondly 3

“You muyst never pass ont of my
sight without carryving a revolver, not
80 much for defense, but as a signal.
Did you take one wlhen you went bird's
nesting

“No, Why

There was a troubled ook in his eyes
when Le nuswered:

“1t is best to tell you at once that
before help reaches us we may b vis |

Hod by criel and Dloodihiesty s:|°-|
nges. 1 owonld not even wention this
If It were a remote contingency., As

mwintiors stund, yon ought to know that
gUCh u thing muy bappen.  Let ua |
trust in God's gooduess that assist
unce wuy cowe soon, The island has
seemibngly been deserted  for moany |
months, and therein  lies  our best |
clancee of esenpe. Hut 1 am obliged to |
warn you legt you should be lulsln]
nuawnres."

Iris wus sorious enough now. |

“How do yon know that such dan.
ger threntens us ' she demanded.

He countered readily. “Because [
happen to have read u good deal about
the China sea and its frequenters.”’ he
sold. 1 am the Jast man in the wosld
to alarm you needlessly. Al 1 mean
to convey I8 that certain precantions
should be taken againat a risk that s
possible, not probable, No mpre."”

| eame o sensitlye shivinking,

| turtles

deferd hey ngninet & hiort of savpgos
It he were endowed with many lives,
but he was perforce tongued tleid,

ken, bul whe saw the anguish In his
face, and her woman's heart acknowl-
edged Lim as her protector, bere shileld.

“Mr. Jenks," she snid simply, “we
nre in God's hands. | put my trust in
him and In you, 1 am hopeful—nny,
more, confident.
you bhave done, for all that you will o,
If you cannot presorve me frorm thront-
ening perils no man could, for yon are
n8 brave and gallant a gentlewnn oy
llves on the earth today."

Now, the strange feature of this ex.
traordinary ond unexpested outhurat
of pent up cmotlon was that the girl

pronounced lig name with the slightly |

emphlinsized accentuation of one who
kopew (t to be o mere disguise,
man was a0 taken abnck by her dee.
luratlon of faith that the minor incl-
dent, though it did not eseape him, waa
Riuothered in a tumult of feeling,

He could pot trust himself to speak.
e rose hastily and selzed the ax to
deliver o mwurdorous sssanlt upon s
sago palm that slood close at hand.

Iris wase the first to recover a degroe
of sclf posscssion. For o moment she
hul bared lier soul.  With reactlon
ITer deji-
these gpenti-
Blhe wapnted to hox

cale nature disapproyved
mental dispinys,
her own olrs,
With fnnnte toet she 1ook a keen In-
terest In the felling of the tree,
“Whnt do you want It for?* she in.

| anired when the sturdy trunk ereaked

and reli

Jenks felt hetter now

"rlll‘i I8 0 vhinnee ur \]ll't," |I1‘ fx-
plained. “Nop we don't boil the leavres
et nibble the bark. When © split this
pitlm opets Vo swill find that the in

terior is full of pith, 1 will eut it out
for you, and then It will be your tusk
to knead it with water nfter well wash.
ing It, plvk out all the fiher and finully

permlit the waler to evaporate.  In »
couple of days the residuum will bes
come o white powiler, swhich, when
balled, is supo.”

“Gomd grackous!™ mald Lrls,

“The story sonnds wnconvineing, bat
I bellove 1 gm corvect. It I8 worth o
trial”

“1 shoull have imagined thot sngo
gretw on a stnlk ke rice or whent,”

“Or Topsy ™

She laughed. A diffienit sitoation

Lind passed witbont vndoe offort. Un
Lhapplly the man reopened It Wille
using a erowbar ns a wedge he on

deavorsil to put wiatters on o straight-
forward footing

“A lttle whlle ngo" le spid, “Y‘von
geemad to fmply that 1 bad assuiied
the natne of Jenks ™

it Miss Dieane's confidentinl mocd
Had gone., “Nuothipg of the Kind," she
sild eoldly.  “1 think Jenks ls an ex-
eellont nonone”

She rogrotted the worilds even ns thiey
fell from her lps. The sallor gave o
mighiy wrench with the bar, splitting
thie log to Its clustering leaves.

“You are right." Le gald., *It s Qdis-
tinetive, brief, dogmatie. I ¢ling to it
passionntely.”

Boon afterwatd, leaving Iris to the
manufacture of sngo, he went to the
lepwnrd side of the Island, a gearel for
being  his  ostensible  object,
When the trees bid him be quickened
his pnee and turned to the left in or
der to explore the cavity marked on
the tin with a skull and crosshones
To his surprise Lie hit upon the rem
nant< of a ropdway—that 15, o e
throngh the woodd wheris there were nn

woll grown treos, where the groutl
bore troces af humanity In the shog
of o wrinkled and milldewed palr of
Uhinese boots, o wooden sandal, e
the decayed retuins of o palki, or 1
ter,

At last he reached the odge af the
| pit, and the sight thut mot Lls ayes
Leld him spellbound.

The Inbap of meny hamds Lol tarn o
ehaso, i quarey, out of the side of Lhe
Lill. Roughily clrcular in shiape, it had

i dlumeter of perhaps a Lundrsd feet,

and at s deepest part. towasd the
oliff, it ran toon depth of forty feet.
On the Jlower side, where the spllor
ktood, It descended rapodly for some
fifteen feet,

Grasses, shirubs, plants of every va-
riety, grew in profusi down the

steep slopes wherever seeils coulil find
precarious nurture until o polpl Wus
reached about ten or eleven feet from
the bottom. There ull vogetation cens-
10 muagice

ed, as If forbldden
cirele.

Lielow thils belt the placewas o charuol
The honos of men and gpiwals
Most were

honse,
wingled in weird coufuslon.

The phace was a charmel house,

mere skeletons. A few bodies—nine
the sallor counted—yet preserved some
resemblapce of buwanity. These lat-
ter were scattered among the older rel-
e, They wore the clotbes of Dyuks,
Charnctevistic hats sad wenpons de-
noted thelr natlonnlity. The others,
the firet Larvest of this wodern Go!
sotha, might Lbove been Clinese coo-

Fin |
even reviled himself for haviong spo.

I thauk yon for what |

The |

When the sallor's fusclnated vie
slon coull rogistor detalle he distine
gulnhied yokes, baakots, odd loakin g
spiudes and pioks strewn amid  tha
bones, "o anlmnls were all of nud
type—small, lunky, with long pointed
fiuils, AL lnst We spled 0 withersd
boof, They were jiig

i Over nll lay n thick conting af {ina
sand, deposited frotn the eldying windg
that conld never resch  the  sitepd
depths, The pliace wWis grow wotne, liors
ribly depressing.  Jdenks broke out intg
a clammy perspleation,  He seemed 1g
bie louking ot the secrets of the grave

At lust hils superior intelligenee ng-
pertodd fteelf, IS braln beowme ol .
e, recovered e power of woalysie, 1la
began to eritleise, reflect, and this iq
| the theory he evolved:

Rome one, long ngo, hnd dl=covered
valtgihle toinerals Iy the voleanle rock,
.\liuﬁnu operations woere in fall blaet
when the extioct voleuno took 8 re.
Venge upon the hinman ants gnawing
at its vitnls and smothered them by
A deudly outpouring of curhonle aeld
Kus, the hottled up polson of the apes
A liorde of pigs, rouniog wild over tha
Islhud=plnced there po doulit by Chls
nese fishers—hind met the same fate
wilible intent on drendful oreys.,

Then thire ¢ European wha
knew how the anhydeate gas, helng
Leavier than the sorraunding alr, set
tled like waler In that terrible Lollaw,
| Ele, too, hnad <teiven ta weest the trens
| ure from the stone Ly dreiving o tanuel

Into the el el partls

and hid gone awhay, perhnns to olitnin

help, aftee crudely  ropistoripge |
kuowledge on the lid of
Tlhis, again, probably  fell into tha
| hands of another mon, who, curions
it unconvineed, cxtised Llmsal? to )
g0t pshore on this desolnte spot

a few Inadequnte stores.  Possihily Ls

hiad arranged to e taken off within s

fixedd tinie,

Bat a sampnn

rites chine Lirar,

ploror's bones

e

gieeondeg

4

| tin eanistor

Wt

Inilen with Divak pi-
fd the utrephl ox:
near the well
white his Nead boed o gone to decorate
the hut of sane villuge eliler
The wurderers, aitor nrying thelr owe
dead- for the white man fought hard,
| witness the emply eartridges  searchod
| the leland,  Some of them, Ignorantiy
U ingnisitive, descendod into the hinllosw.
Ther remnined there. The others, s
perstitions barbarinns, el for thel
lives, cmbarking so hastily that thew
| took from the cave nelther tools no
oll, though they would greatly priza
these artivies

restind

fieron

Bucl was= the tragte woli b spun, »
enmpound of fact and Taney 1t o
plained nll parploxitios save one What
aill 82 divided by 17 mean¥ Wes
thiern yot rint oy fonreome  ridid &
awnititug soltition?

And then his thoughts flew th Iria
Hapnen what mmight, her birlght 1ot o
wis keldom alsent feom his brain
Euppose, oge hiunting, she hnd stoos.

hled neros= thiz valley of death! Hov
eonfd he hopoe to keep B hidden froog
Ler” Was oot tlie gkustly knosledea
Lettar than the Lorror of a ehatie i

Lle throush the wood and the shock

discoviery—nay, indead, the
ciatastropiher

e rushied fiack throngh tlie trees un-
til he cought sight of Iris industrious-
Iy Kneading the sago pith Inone of
those most useful dish eovers,

He called to her, led her wondoerine
to the track and pointed ont the fatd

ol a

FisK

qunrry, but in such wise that =lis eould
uot look inside it

“You remember that roumd Lole wi
Biaw froam the sinmmit roelk ¥ He sald,
“MWell, it isfull of Linnle ackl s,
breathie whilch means unconsiclonsupss
anl death. It gives no warulng th il
nexpetienced, It Is tatber plegsan
th atherwise, ['romise me you will
I p come tuesr this place agiin®

Now, Iris. too, ligd been thinkine
ey Itobere Jonks bolked Jurse 10
ber Jday dreeatns, Fler flerves were nog
yet quite normnl. “There wis o cutoa
in hee throat s she answersd

“I don't want to e, OF course 1
will keep away, What n borrld isiand

this 15! Yet It might bea pariidis
She bit her lip to guppress Ler tears,
but, beitig the Eve [n tlils gordeqy, she
continuel;
“How did
nnything—nnety—in there?
“Yog, the remains of animals anld
other things:. 1T would not bave toll
you were it not [nperative,”
‘Are you Keeplng other secrets from
me’"
| "Oh, quite n number,”
| He managod to conjure up a emile,
| and the ruse was effective. She ap-
plicd the words to lls past history,
“1 hope they will not be revealed so
dramatically.” she soid,

ont®  Is thero

you find

“You vever cun wil™ he answered,
They were in prophetic veln that
| morning, They returned In silence 1o
the cnve,

“I wish to go Inslile with a lamp.
Moy I he askd.

“May I come top?* shie (demanded.

IHe assented, with an explanation of
hik design. When the lwp was o o
der bhe held it close to the wall and
| copdueted u systematie survey, The
geologleal fanit which favered the con-
struction of the tunnel secmed to di-
verge to the left wt the farther end
The “face” of the rock exbibited the
marks of persistent labor. The stone
hnd been bewn away by muln force
when the disloention of strita censed
to be helptul

His knowledge wus
subject, vet Jenks belleved that the
materigl here was a hard limestona
| rather thon the external basalt, Eearch-
fug each incl with Lo feeble light, he
| pungod onee, with an exclomation,

“What is 1t%" erled 1ris,

“1 cannot be certain' hie sald doubt-
fully. “Would you mind bolding the
Laap while 1 use o crowbar?”

Lk the stone was visible o thin veln,
bluish white in eolor, He mananged to
break off u folr stzed luwp contsining
n Wwell detined spechmen of the foreign
maetal

They Lurried into the open aie and
exained the fragmoent with curious
eyes.  The sallor picked it with hia
knife, pud the sabstance in the veln
lenme off In laminated layere, small,
| brittle scales.

“1a it gllvor?**
clted,

“I do not think sa. 1 a1 no expert,
| but T have n vague ldea—-1 bave seen"

fle wrinklod his brows and pressed
awuy the furrows with his band, that
physical Babit of his when perplexed.

“1 have I, he eoried. “It 18 anti
mony.*

Miss Denpe pursed_her lips in dis-

limited on the

Irls wans almost ex.




